
We are Hornets 

The goal of the alumni group is to keep alumni 
informed about news and events, to connect 
them with classmates, teammates and like-
minded Hornets. Many students have walked 
these halls, studied in these classrooms and 
played on these fields. All with the same goal 
in mind: to be the best hornet they can be.
Donations could help current and future 
hornets achieve their dreams of playing, 
performing and being a part of the great 
tradition of Maize and Blue! 

Hillsdale Community Schools Education 
Foundation Fund was established to raise 
funds for need-based financial aid through the 
“Make a Miracle” campaign, along with the 
Hillsdale Community Schools Instrument Fund, 
which provides support for the purchase and 
repair of band instruments used by middle 
and high school students in the Hillsdale High 
School Band program. Please visit the district’s 
website: www.hillsdaleschools.org for more 
information. Please send contact updates to 
prideinthehive@hillsdaleschools.org.

_____________________

Athletic Boosters
The purpose of the Hillsdale Athletic 
Booster Club is to support and enhance the 
experience of Hillsdale Community School 
athletes, families and fans. We value service,  
 

community and cooperation. The booster club 
meets on the first Monday of each month. 
We raise funds to help provide equipment, 
uniforms and scholarships for Hillsdale 
students. The booster club would like to invite 
all parents to join us in advancing the student 
experience at Hillsdale Community Schools. 
For more information on how to get involved 
please contact Eric Whedon;  
drwhedon@gmail.com or call (470) 246-7696.

The district is actively recruiting substitute staff 
members for the schools, including parents 
and other adult family members. We have a 
dedicated staff of employees, but there are 
times when these people cannot be at work. 
The impact of the substitute teacher and 
educational assistant shortage has already 
taken its toll and contributed to the need for 
two weeks of virtual learning at Davis Middle 
School. 

The following substitute positions are in 
“very high need”: 
• Classroom Teacher 
• Educational Assistant
• Bus Driver  

There is also an ongoing need for these 
substitute positions:
• Bus Aid
• Cook
• Custodian
• Maintenance Department 
• Secretary

 

Substitute teachers are employed by EduStaff. 
This company provides substitute teachers to 
schools across Hillsdale County and beyond. 
While there is a large area of service, a local 
person can designate a specific school or 
school district to only sub in those places. 
And, if a person is not available on a given 
day, that spot can be declined. Even being 
able to sub occasionally will be of great help. 
These are paid positions. The teaching 
positions are paid by the half day or whole 
day.  All other positions are paid by the hour. 
Subbing in the school can strengthen the 
relationship of a family member with their 
student’s school. Filling a vacancy can help the 
school and classroom in the absence of the 
regular staff member. This might be a great fit!   
If you are interested in substitute teaching 
contact the EduStaff offices at 877-974-6338 
or go to their website at www.edustaff.org  
to access  information and to complete an 
application. To qualify to substitute you must 
have a transcript indicating completion of 
60+ credit hours from a four-year college or 
university with a minimum 2.0 GPA, or hold a 
valid or expired Michigan Teaching Certificate.
If you are interested in becoming a substitute 
educational assistant, bus driver, cook, 
custodian, bus aide, secretary, or in the 
maintenance department, contact the 
district office at 517-437-4401 or go to  
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www.hillsdaleschools.org and click on the 
“EMPLOYMENT” tab in the white banner on 
the top of the district’s home page.
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Thank you

Donations and Gifts to HCS
Giving of one’s time, talents or treasures is a meaningful way to connect with 
the school district. A gift of support to Hillsdale Community Schools will have 
widespread impact. The district’s business office staff can help guide donors 
through the process.  Call 517-437-4401 for additional information or assistance. 
 

Suggestions for needed donations 

X-Large ($5,000 and above)
• Update the library (Hillsdale High School) 
• Update the library (Davis Middle School)
• Update the auditorium seating (Davis Middle School) 
• Enclose the strength and conditioning center (Hillsdale High School)
• Air conditioning for the strength and conditioning center (Hillsdale High School)
• Vape detectors and security cameras (Hillsdale High School)

Large ($500-$4,999)
• Projector screen (motorized) for the auditorium (Davis Middle School)
• Furniture for classrooms (all schools)
• Large rugs for pre-school classrooms (Bailey)

Medium ($100-$499)
• Donations for a specific club (all schools)
• Donations for a specific sport (Hillsdale High School & Davis Middle School)

Small ($1-$99)
• Books for classrooms (all schools)
• eBook subscriptions for school libraries (all schools)
• Consumable supplies for classrooms (all schools)Page 3
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Homecoming 2020 Updates at Gier

The Hillsdale High School halls were 
buzzing with excitement and school 
pride after being decorated to kick off 
Homecoming 2020. Prior to Friday’s game 
and introductions of the court, students 
participated in dress up days, various 
activities and capped the week off with 
their annual homecoming parade through 
downtown Hillsdale. Congratulations to 
Lainey Good (Queen) and Brock Woodard 
(King).

The construction at Gier Elementary 
School is complete. Visitors to the school 
can now enjoy a safe, secure and beautiful 
entrance. Offices are centrally located in 
the front of the building. Mrs. Lum and 
Mrs. Bernard welcome adults and children 
in the new welcome center. Thank you 
to our citizens for realizing the need for 
safe, secure buildings. Mr. Vondra and 
the Board of Education had the vision 
to revamp existing space at Gier to add 
much needed office space.  

Bailey is Busy
Bailey Early Childhood Center is full of 
busy learners!  We have a Kindergarten and 
Developmental Kindergarten in our building 
this year. Mrs. Smith is busy with her ECSE 
class. Our preschool program has also had a 
fantastic start!

We have three preschool classrooms and also 
offer a virtual option this year!  Mrs. B currently 
has two distance learners in her class. She 
offers weekly Zoom meetings during class so 
that all the students can interact with each 
other. They join in for various activities such 
as stories, songs, and games. Packets and 
materials are made available when needed 
along with lessons and activities to do at 
home. Her students in class enjoy getting to 
see the distance learners on Zoom and they 
also enjoy getting to meet the class.

Income guidelines for GSRP are being waived 
this year. Over income families may apply now 
for GSRP and may also be accepted at no 
charge. There are still a few spots available at 
Bailey, for children who will be four-years-old 
by December 1, 2020. Apply online at  
www.greatstarthillsdale.com or call the Bailey 
office 517-437-7369.

Flame Test Lab
Chemistry students use flame tests to identify 
unknown metal solutions.

_____________________

Maier Named 
Commended Scholar

 
John Maier has been named a Commended 
Scholar in the 2021 National Merit Scholarship 
Program. Commended students placed 
among the top 34,000 out of 1.5 million 
students who entered the competition. 
Those being named have demonstrated 
outstanding potential for academic success. 
Congratulations John!

_____________________

Hillsdale Community 
Schools Participates
in Amazon Associates 
Program

As an Amazon Associate, 
Hillsdale Community Schools 
earn funds from qualifying 
purchases. Visit the school’s 
website and use the Amazon 

shopping link to have a discount from your 
purchase go to Hillsdale Community Schools.
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Virtual Field Trip to Farm
Mrs. Titus and her first grade class took a 
virtual field trip to a Dairy Farm in PA. They 
learned about the important jobs to keep a 
farm running and the animal traits of a cow. 
The class even got to adopt their own class 
cow that they will have for the whole year.

 
_____________________

Gier Celebrates Apples
Apple Crunch Day was recently celebrated at 
Gier. Mrs. York’s first graders used their five 
senses to write about the experience while 
enjoying the crunch as part of the school wide 
event.

_____________________

Plenty of Pumpkins
The fall season is here! Three classrooms at 
Gier were blessed with gifts of pumpkins from 
a family pumpkin patch. 

 

Rock the Vote 2020
HHS Student Body President Kyler Bautista 
(center) and Secretary Ella Springer (left) 
promote the importance of voting through a 
voter registration drive during lunch. Senior 
Nathaniel Miller (right) registered to vote and 
was entered to win a gift certificate. 

_____________________

Food Service Program 
Critical to Students!
Hillsdale Community Schools’ entire staff 
rallied with the food service staff under the 
direction of Laura Call, Director of Food 
Service, to develop and implement a “take-
out meal” program for children during the 
unanticipated school closure. 

From March 16 to June 4, staff served 51,352 
breakfasts and 51,380 lunches. It is clear, the 
teachers, support staff and administrators who 
work at Hillsdale Community Schools really 
care about these children and their families! 
Since the return to school we have served 
student meals in a variety of ways, including 
meals in the classroom, meals in the cafeteria 
and meals to go. A “Distance Learning Food 
Service” option is available for breakfast and 
lunch to all students who choose distance 
learning. 

Meals MUST be pre-ordered by 6 p.m. the 
Sunday before pick-up on Tuesday. Call 517-
689-1406 to reserve meals. Meal pick-up is 
each Tuesday in the north parking lot behind 
HHS.  Pick-up hours are 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

The USDA determined October 9 all meals 
during the entire 2020-2021 school year will 
be free for all students.
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